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Death toll 
rises in 
lranian 
protests 


Demonstrations spread 
across country as leaders 
struggle to respond 


BY ERIN CUNNINGHAM 


ISTANBUL — Anti-government 
protests in Iran have turned 
increasingly violent with the 
deaths of 12 demonstrators and a 
police officer, raising the stakes 
as unrest on the streets has raged 
now for five days and confound- 
ed leaders who have struggled to 
respond. 

The protests have been stun- 
ning in their ferocity and geo- 
graphic reach, spreading to far- 
flung towns and cities that are 
strongholds of the middle and 
working classes. 

The demonstrators them- 
selves appeared Monday to be 
leaderless and their demands 
diffuse, ranging from better liv- 
ing conditions to more political 
freedoms and even an end to the 
Islamic republic. Their chants 
and attacks on government 
buildings broke taboos in a sys- 
tem that brooks little dissent. 
The demonstrations were the 
boldest challenge to government 
authority since a pro-democracy 
revolt in 2009. 

The prospect of a harsher 
response from security forces, 
whose brutality is notorious, 
raised fears of further violence in 
a country buffeted by conflict 
elsewhere in the region. Iran has 
sent cash, weapons and fighters 
to prop up proxies and allies 
from Syria to Lebanon and Gaza 
— and that, too, has become a 
focus of the protests. The coun- 
try’s expensive foreign policy ad- 
ventures were scorned by some 
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A long way from Puerto Rico 


A South Dakota turkey plant saw opportunity in the exodus from the storm-ravaged island 


he airport terminal doors slid 
open and out came 22 people 
from Puerto Rico, walking a few 
weeks ago into the whipping 
South Dakota wind, not quite ready for 
what was ahead. One person still wore 
shorts. Another zipped up a hoodie. The 
group climbed into three waiting vans. 
“You guys good?” asked one of the 
drivers who would be taking them to their 
new home. “Does anybody speak Eng- 
lish?” 
“No; one person said, and the driver let 
the van go silent before turning up some 
country music. 


Employees work in a refrigerated 
environment processing turkeys at 
Dakota Provisions in Huron, S.D. 


BY CHICO HARLAN IN HURON, S.D. 


21, looked at the others in the van and was 
quiet. She’d started the day on an island 
that was desperately short on electricity 
and clean water and jobs because of 
Hurricane Maria. Now, 10 hours later, she 
was in South Dakota — a place she knew 
almost nothing about, other than what a 
job recruiter had told her, that he had a 


away. 


Velez had never left Puerto Rico, but 
after years of economic crisis and then a 
natural disaster, almost everybody she 
knew was wondering whether they had 
any choice but to go. By some counts, 
nearly 2,000 Puerto Ricans were leaving 
every day, and in that exodus, some 
mainland U.S. companies were starting to 
see an opportunity of their own — a new 
answer in their ever-evolving struggle to 
find workers who would perform lower- 
rung American jobs. “Off to my new life,” 


Velez 


had told her mother that morning, 


but now she was wondering: What am I 


Through the windows, there were 
miles of emptiness, and Gretchen Velez, 


position for her at a turkey processing 
plant in a rural town nearly 3,000 miles 


doing here? Is this the right thing? 
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Packed 
agenda 
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on Hill 


DEADLINES LOOM ON 
DACA, HEALTH CARE 


Will test if Congress can 
craft bipartisan deals 


BY JEFF STEIN 


Congress faces a jam-packed 
to-do list this month with dead- 
lines looming on difficult issues 
— including how to fund the 
government and avoid a shut- 
down, stabilizing the nation’s 
health insurance program for 
poor children, and whether to 
shield young undocumented im- 
migrants from deportation. 

Fresh off a party-line vote in 
favor of legislation overhauling 
the tax code, the negotiations will 
test whether Congress and the 
White House still have the poten- 
tial to craft any form of biparti- 
san agreement. If so, several of 
the year’s most contested issues 
might be resolved with months to 
spare before the 2018 midterm 
campaign heats up. 

If not, the government could 
soon be on the verge of a shut- 
down, with pressing questions 
regarding health care, immigra- 
tion and other policies left unre- 
solved. Also on the agenda are 
emergency relief for regions up- 
ended by last year’s natural disas- 
ters, a key national security pro- 
gram and the fate of an agree- 
ment to stabilize health insur- 
ance markets under the 
Affordable Care Act. 

A big unknown is whether the 
shortened timeline will prove an 
asset in addressing all the issues 
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Female candidates race toward governor's offices 


Dozens of women, Republicans and Democrats, are testing long-held attitudes about leadership 


BY KAREN TUMULTY 


EAST LANSING, MICH. — At a 
time when nearly every aspect of 
politics feels suffused by issues 
involving gender, the leading 
Democratic contender for Michi- 
gan governor makes a point of 
rarely mentioning hers. 

“I talk about jobs,” former 
state Senate minority leader 
Gretchen Whitmer says. “I talk 
about education. I talk about 
making government work for 
people. That’s really the dinner- 
table issues that I hear from 
Michiganders in every part of our 
state.” 

Whitmer might not bring it 
up, but she represents what prob- 
ably will be one of the 2018 
elections’ most significant 
trends: More women than ever 
are in the mix to potentially lead 
their states as governor — tradi- 
tionally one of the hardest reach- 
es for female candidates and a 
position now held by just half a 
dozen women. 

GOVERNORS CONTINUED ON A6 
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Reexamining the chaos 
of 1968 without nostalgia 


Historians gather in D.C. 
to study the pivotal year 
from a global perspective 


BY MICHAEL S. ROSENWALD 


When Alan Shane Dillingham, 
a historian at Spring Hill College 
in Alabama, lectures on the 
1960s, he starts by displaying a 
timeline of the decade’s most 
iconic, tumultuous year — 1968. 

The assassinations of Martin 
Luther King Jr. and Robert F. 
Kennedy. The riots that shook 
Washington, Chicago, Baltimore 
and other U.S. cities. Campus 
protests. Civil rights protests. 
Vietnam War protests. The Tet 
Offensive. The My Lai Massacre. 
The rise of Richard M. Nixon and 
the retreat of Lyndon B. Johnson. 
And so much else: Black Power, 
the “White Album,” Andy Warhol, 
“Hair,” Apollo 8, the first black 


More women than ever are seeking governorships, including Gretchen Whitmer of Michigan. 


character in Peanuts. 


“Was there something in the 
water?” Dillingham asks his stu- 
dents. “What is it about this 
year?” 

With 2018 marking the 50th 
anniversary of that extraordinary 
year, Dillingham and more than 
1,500 other historians descend on 
Washington this week for the 
American Historical Associa- 
tion’s annual meeting, where 
they will grapple with that ques- 
tion and others about 1968 dur- 
ing special panels. 

The historians arrive in the 
nation’s capital at a time when 
many of 1968’s flash points still 
consume the country, including 
race, political polarization, war 
and America’s standing in the 
world. The man who occupies the 
White House graduated from the 
University of Pennsylvania in 
1968 and got a draft deferment 
for bone spurs in his heels, ex- 
empting him from military serv- 
ice in Vietnam. 

The election of President 
Trump, who came of age in the 

HISTORIANS CONTINUED ON A7 
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Coming up roses Georgia outlasts Oklahoma 
in double overtime to win the Rose Bowl and 
reach the College Football Playoff final. D1 


A deep freeze At least two deaths are 
attributed to exposure to the bitter cold 
gripping much of the Midwest. A3 


THE NATION 

The Colorado gunman 
who shot five deputies, 
killing one, was an Iraq 
War veteran who had 
posted indirect threats 
online, officials said. A3 
Five members ofa 
family with roots in 
Potomac, Md., were 
among 12 people killed 
in a plane crash in Costa 
Rica. A3 

Iowa voters seem to be 
souring on President 
Trump and the GOP, 
and both parties are 
eager to figure out 

why. A4 

Beginning his second 
term, New York Mayor 
Bill de Blasio took a few 


swipes at President 
Trump while calling for 
“a new progressive 

era.” A6 


THE WORLD 

Chinese construction 
in the South China Sea 
has continued at an ac- 
celerated pace despite a 
tribunal’s ruling against 
it and President 
Trump’s campaign 
rhetoric. A8 

Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad has 
reshuffled his govern- 
ment, replacing the 
ministers of defense, 
information and indus- 
try. A8 

Pakistan’s defense 


minister hit back after 
President Trump ac- 
cused the country of 
“lies & deceit” in a 
tweet. A9 


THE ECONOMY 

NASA and DARPA are 
looking to prolong the 
lives of satellites by de- 
veloping robots that can 
be sent to space to repair 
and update them. A10 
Mandeville Films has 
found success with the 
kind of movies that stu- 
dios rarely make. Can it 
keep going? A10 


THE REGION 

The D.C. Circulator 
bus service plans to re- 
place aging vehicles and 
streamline some routes 
in hopes of improving 


its on-time perform- 
ance. B1 

A portrait is emerging 
of the young Virginia 
man who was arrested 
after allegedly destroy- 
ing a device that may 
have held evidence of 
terrorism-related 
activity. B1 


OBITUARIES 

Ben Barres, 63, a 
groundbreaking neuro- 
biologist, became, as a 
transgender man, an 
outspoken proponent of 
diversity in science. B4 


SPORTS 

The Big Ten is trending 
down and may have 
only a few men’s basket- 
ball teams reach the 
NCAA tournament. D1 


HEALTH & SCIENCE 
Simple gifts 

Forget the New Year’s 
resolutions. Try these five 
tips for a better daily life. 


STYLE 

Cut the capes 

Not into superheroes? 
Here are some promising 
films coming this year. C1 
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